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Insurance, Uninsured, and Medicaid:  American Indians and Alaska Natives, 2012 and 2017.
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North Carolina
	Summary Tables:
	North Carolina

	American Indian and Alaska Native Population 2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	170,652
	190,369

	
	

	American Indian and Alaska Native Uninsured  2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	32,598
	26,304

	
	

	Uninsured Rate 2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	19%
	14%

	
	

	Medicaid Enrollment 2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	55,870
	59,517

	Percent with Medicaid  2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	33%
	31%



Abstract

This report uses the 2012 to 2017 estimates of the American Community Survey (ACS) to track insurance coverage for American Indians and Alaska Natives (AI/ANs) including uninsurance rates and Medicaid enrollment.  From 2012 to 2017, AI/ANs saw large decreases in the number uninsured, decreases in the uninsurance rate, and increases in health insurance coverage, particularly Medicaid coverage (enrollment gains).  

In 2017, North Carolina had an AN/AN population of 190,000, with 26,000 uninsured and an uninsurance rate of 14%.   2017 Medicaid enrollment was an estimated 59,000 nearly 4,000 more than 2012.  North Carolina saw Medicaid coverage decrease from 33% of the AI/AN population in 2012 to 31% in 2017 as a 20,000 population increase and the decision not to adopt Medicaid eroded the numbers experienced in states that expanded Medicaid.





Research Note:  The American Community Survey (ACS) Coverage Question.  

The ACS health insurance question asks the respondent to give a separate answer for each member of the household regarding health insurance coverage.  The respondent may choose more than one of the answers to the question about what type of coverage they have.
1. Employer Sponsored Insurance (ESI)
2. Private, paid by individual also known as “non-Group” coverage
3. Medicare
4. Medicaid  
5. Tricare, Health care insurance for military and families
6. VA, Veteran’s Administration 
7. IHS coverage-does respondent have ‘access to IHS’ 

The ACS estimate of those with ‘access to IHS’ is a reasonable estimate of the number of patients of Indian health programs; including both IHS and Tribally-operated programs, not solely IHS-operated programs.  However, in several states, including Arizona, the estimate does not seem ‘valid’ as it is not close to the likely number of patients who have access to IHS and/or Tribal health programs.  It is advisable that one refer to the IHS Active User population when interpreting state health insurance coverage of AI/ANs.  The ACS estimate for those with access to IHS in 2017 was 1.4 million nationally, compared to the 2017 1.6 million IHS Active User Population (that uses a 3 year time frame to determine users).

Note:
The American Community Survey is an annual survey that provides population estimates, including insurance status estimates.  AI/ANs are oversampled, but sampling error rate can be very high for smaller populations in some states.  These data are from the 2017 survey released in 2018 and accessed using Dataferret January 18, 2019. 



Charts

AI/ANs with Health Insurance
2012-2017 Health Insurance Coverage All AIAN
2012-2017 Health Insurance Coverage:  With IHS Access
2012-2017 Health Insurance Coverage:  Without IHS Access

AI/ANs Uninsured
2012-2017 Uninsured 
2012-2017 Uninsured: With Access to IHS
2012-2017 Uninsured: Without Access to IHS

Number of AI/ANs with Medicaid Coverage
2012-2017 Medicaid Enrollment
2012-2017 Medicaid Enrollment:  With Access to IHS
2012-2017 Medicaid Enrollment:  Without Access to IHS

Percentage AI/ANs with Medicaid Coverage 
2012-2017 Percentage AIANS with Medicaid Coverage
2012-2017 Percentage Medicaid AIANs with Access to IHS
2012-2017 Percentage Medicaid AIANs without Access to IHS

AI/AN Medicaid Coverage, by Access to IHS
2012 Total Medicaid, by Percentage with Access to IHS
2017 Total Medicaid, by Percentage with Access to IHS

AI/ANs Population by Access to IHS
2012 Total Population, by Percentage with Access to IHS
2017 Total Population, by Percentage with Access to IHS


The number of AI/ANs with health insurance coverage increased from 138,000 in 2012 to 164,000 in 2017, a 26,000-person increase.  Female coverage increased by 16,000, and male coverage increased by 10,000. 





Health insurance increased by 1,200 for those with access to IHS, and 24,700 for those without access to IHS.  Females saw a greater increase (15,500) than males (9,200), for those without access to IHS.

Note:  Nationally, 27% of all AI/ANs have access to IHS and 73% do not have access to IHS.  In North Carolina, only 6% of AI/ANs indicate that they have access to IHS.   


The number of uninsured AI/ANs decreased by 6,300 from 2012 to 2017; from 32,600 to 26,300.  Male uninsured decreased by 4,700 and female uninsured decreased by 1,500.



The number of uninsured AI/ANs with access to IHS increased by 1,100 from 2012 to 2017; from 2,900 to 4,000.  This small populations is subject to a large error rate, and caution is advised in interpreting these results.

For those without access to IHS, the increase was 7,400 as females increased by 2,600, and males increased by nearly 5,000.  




Medicaid enrollment increased from 55,800 in 2012 to 59,000 in 2017, for a 3,600 total increase. Male enrollment increased by 2,600 while female Medicaid coverage increased by 1,000.


2,000 of the overall Medicaid increase were AI/ANs with access to IHS.   Only 1,700 American Indians and Alaska Natives without access to IHS gained Medicaid.  Females without access to IHS increased by 400 and males increased by 2,200.  This is an unusual finding (that more with IHS gained Medicaid coverage) given the fact that 94% of the states’ AI/AN population does not have access to IHS.  


In 2012, 17% of AI/ANs with access to IHS had Medicaid coverage, compared to 34% of those without access to IHS.  In 2017, those with IHS access who had Medicaid increased to 30% (a 13 percentage point increase).  In 2017, only 31% of those without access to IHS had Medicaid coverage (a 62 percentage point decrease).  


The percentage of the total AI/AN population with Medicaid declined from 33% in 2012 to 31% in 2017.  Males increased from 31% to 32%, while females decreased from 35% to 31%.  The finding bears closer examination to determine its validity, and if valid, the reason for the decrease in female Medicaid coverage.




For those with IHS access, the percentage with Medicaid increased from 17% to 30%--with females increasing from 16 to 36%, and males increased from 18 to 24%.  The small population with access to IHS is subject to large error rates, and caution is advised in interpreting these results. 

For those without access to IHS, the percentage with Medicaid decreased from 34% to 31% from 2012 to 2017.   Males increased from 31% to 32%, and females decreased from 36% to 31% in 2017.



The percentage of AI/ANs with Medicaid who had access to IHS increased from 3% in 2012 to 6% in 2017.  The small population with access to IHS is subject to large error rates, and caution is advised in interpreting these results. 




In 2012, 5% of the ACS respondents indicated they had access to IHS compared, to 6% in 2017. This small variation is within the margin of error for the estimate.  The small population with access to IHS is subject to large error rates and caution is advised in interpreting these results. 







2012-2017 Health Insurance Coverage:  With IHS Access

2012	
Male	Female	Total	2792	3168	5960	2017	
Male	Female	Total	3583	3647	7230	Increase 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	791	479	1270	



2012-2017 Health Insurance Coverage:  Without IHS Access


2012	
Male	Female	Total	63979	68115	132094	2017	
Male	Female	Total	73240	83595	156835	Increase 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	9261	15480	24741	



2012 to 2017 Uninsured 

2012	
Male	Female	Total	18954	13644	32598	2017	
Male	Female	Total	14195	12109	26304	Decrease 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	-4759	-1535	-6294	



2012 to 2017 Uninsured with Access to IHS

2012	
Male	Female	Total	1586	1292	2878	2017	
Male	Female	Total	1690	2324	4014	Increase 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	104	1032	1136	



2012 to 2017 Uninsured without Access to IHS

2012	
Male	Female	Total	17368	12352	29720	2017	
Male	Female	Total	12505	9785	22290	Decrease 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	-4863	-2567	-7430	



2012 to 2017 Medicaid Enrollment

2012	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	55870	26232	29638	2017	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	59517	28855	30662	Increase 12-17	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	3647	2623	1024	



2012 to 2017 Medicaid Enrollment:  
With Access to IHS

2012	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	1496	796	700	2017	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	3394	1266	2128	Increase 12-17	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	1898	470	1428	



2012 to 2017 Medicaid Enrollment:  
Without Access to IHS


2012	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	54374	25436	28938	2017	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	56123	27589	28534	Increase 12-17	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	1749	2153	-404	



2012 to 2017 Medicaid Coverage by Access to IHS


IHS Access	
2012	2017	0.16926906539941164	0.30184987548914977	No IHS	

2012	2017	0.33602778498770192	0.31331751570132588	


2012 to 2017 Percentage of Total Population with Medicaid Coverage

2012	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	0.32739141644985115	0.30600174978127737	0.34898206695161726	2017	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	0.31264018826594664	0.31702520380584059	0.30862296303006514	



2012 to 2017 Percentage Medicaid Coverage With IHS Access 

2012	
IHS	 Male	 Female	0.16926906539941164	0.18181818181818182	0.15695067264573992	2017	
IHS	 Male	 Female	0.30184987548914977	0.24009102977432201	0.35638921453692851	



2012 to 2017 Percentage Medicaid Coverage Without IHS Access 

2012	
 Without IHS 	  Male 	  Female 	0.33602778498770192	0.31268516355858239	0.35962568506344217	2017	
 Without IHS 	  Male 	  Female 	0.31331751570132588	0.3217563706338562	0.30556864424930391	




2012 Total Medicaid	
IHS	No IHS	1496	54374	


2017 Total Medicaid	
IHS	No IHS	3394	56123	


2012 Total Population	
IHS	No IHS	8838	161814	


2017 Total Population	
IHS	No IHS	11244	179125	

2012-2017 Health Insurance Coverage:
Total AIAN Population

2012	
Male	Female	Total	66771	71283	138054	2017	
Male	Female	Total	76823	87242	164065	Increase 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	10052	15959	26011	
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