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Insurance, Uninsured, and Medicaid:  American Indians and Alaska Natives, 2012 and 2017.
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Montana
	Summary Tables:
	Montana

	American Indian and Alaska Native Population 2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	85,517
	87,716

	
	

	American Indian and Alaska Native Uninsured  2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	31,019
	22,088

	
	

	Uninsured Rate 2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	36%
	25%

	
	

	Medicaid Enrollment 2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	31,656
	36,319

	Percent with Medicaid  2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	37%
	41%



Abstract

This report uses the 2012 to 2017 estimates of the American Community Survey (ACS) to track insurance coverage for American Indians and Alaska Natives including uninsurance rates and Medicaid enrollment.  From 2012 to 2017, AI/ANs experienced large decreases in the number uninsured, decreases in the uninsurance rate, and increases in health insurance coverage, particularly Medicaid coverage (enrollment gains).  

In 2017, Montana had an AI/AN population of 87,700, with 22,000 uninsured and an uninsurance rate of 25%. Although this decreased from 36% uninsured in 2012, Montana maintains one of the highest uninsurance rates in the nation, despite recent success.   2017 Medicaid enrollment was an estimated 36,000—nearly 5,000 more than 2012.  Montana saw Medicaid coverage increase from 37% of the AI/AN population to 41% in 2017.





Research Note:  The American Community Survey (ACS) Coverage Question.  

The ACS health insurance question asks the respondent to give a separate answer for each member of the household regarding health insurance coverage.  The respondent may choose more than one of the answers to the question about what type of coverage they have.
1. Employer Sponsored Insurance (ESI)
2. Private, paid by individual also known as “non-Group” coverage
3. Medicare
4. Medicaid  
5. Tricare, Health care insurance for military and families
6. VA, Veteran’s Administration 
7. IHS coverage-does respondent have ‘access to IHS’ 

The ACS estimate of those with ‘access to IHS’ is a reasonable estimate of the number of patients of Indian health programs; including both IHS and Tribally-operated programs, not solely IHS-operated programs.  However, several states, including Arizona, the estimate does not seem ‘valid’ as it is not close to the likely number of patients who have access to IHS and/or Tribal health programs.  It is advisable that one refer to the IHS Active User population when interpreting state health insurance coverage of AI/ANs.  The ACS estimate for those with access to IHS in 2017 was 1.4 million nationally, compared to the 2017 1.6 million IHS Active User Population (that uses a 3-year time frame to determine users).

Note:
The American Community Survey is an annual survey that provides population estimates, including insurance status estimates.  AI/ANs are oversampled, but sampling error rate can be very high for smaller populations in some states.  These data are from the 2017 survey released in 2018 and accessed using Dataferret January 18, 2019. 
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2012-2017 Percentage Medicaid AIANs without Access to IHS

AI/AN Medicaid Coverage, by Access to IHS
2012 Total Medicaid, by Percentage with Access to IHS
2017 Total Medicaid, by Percentage with Access to IHS

AI/ANs Population by Access to IHS
2012 Total Population, by Percentage with Access to IHS
2017 Total Population, by Percentage with Access to IHS


The number of AI/ANs in Montana with health insurance coverage increased from 54,000 in 2012 to 65,000 in 2017.  This 11,000 increase included 6,500 males and 4,600 females.



The increase for AI/ANs without access to IHS was 11,000: 6,000 males and 5,000 females.




The number of Uninsured AI/ANs s in Montana decreased from 31,000 in 2012 to 22,000 in 2017—a 9,000 person decline.  Uninsured males declined by 5,200 compared to a 3,700 decrease for females.




The number of uninsured AI/ANs with access to IHS declined by 6,500 from 2012 to 2017 and the number without access to IHS declined by 2,400.  Although 57% of all AI/ANs in Montana have access to IHS (see below), it appears Indian health programs have had greater success enrolling patients in health insurance for their population that for those without access to IHS.


Medicaid enrollment increases by 4,600 from 2012 to 2017; from 31,600 to 36,200.  The male increase was 3,800 compared to just 800 for females.


Medicaid


Medicaid enrollment increased by 2,000 for those American Indians and Alaska Natives with access to IHS compared to 2,600 for those without access to IHS.  The male and female increases were similar for those with access to IHS, but males increase far exceeded the female increase for those without access to IHS.



Medicaid coverage, as a percentage of those with access to IHS increased from 32% to 47%, a 15 percentage point increase, far larger than the 4% increase (from 40 to 44%) for those without access to IHS.


In 2017 Medicaid coverage extended to 41% of Montana’s AI/AN population, compared to just 37% in 2012.  Male enrollment increased from 31% to 39% and females increased (statistically no change) from 42% to 43%.





Medicaid coverage for those with access to IHS increased from 32% to 40% in 2017; males from 32 to 39%, and females from 31 to 41%.  For those without access to IHS Medicaid experienced an unexpected decline from 47% to 44% with females accounting for all of the decline as coverage slipped from 62% in 2012 to just 46% in 2017.  Caution is advised in interpreting these estimates due to the smaller population size.


The percentage of the 2017 AI/AN population with Medicaid (55%) was essentially unchanged between 2012 (56%) and 2017.


The percentage of the total AI/AN population with access to IHS decreased from 66% in 2012 to 57% in 2017. This large of a change deserves further examination.  In some cases, non-sampling error may result from a respondent not understanding the coverage question and may not understand that one can have access to IHS and Medicaid coverage.







2012-2017 Health Insurance Coverage:  With IHS Access

2012	
Male	Female	Total	15249	16924	32173	2017	
Male	Female	Total	15713	16690	32403	Increase 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	464	-234	230	



2012-2017 Health Insurance Coverage:  Without IHS Access


2012	
Male	Female	Total	8452	13873	22325	2017	
Male	Female	Total	14525	18700	33225	Increase 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	6073	4827	10900	



2012 to 2017 Uninsured 

2012	
Male	Female	Total	16664	14355	31019	2017	
Male	Female	Total	11431	10657	22088	Decrease 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	-5233	-3698	-8931	



2012 to 2017 Uninsured with Access to IHS

2012	
Male	Female	Total	12279	11712	23991	2017	
Male	Female	Total	9860	7641	17501	Decrease 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	-2419	-4071	-6490	



2012 to 2017 Uninsured without Access to IHS

2012	
Male	Female	Total	4385	2643	7028	2017	
Male	Female	Total	1571	3016	4587	Decrease 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	-2814	373	-2441	



2012 to 2017 Medicaid Enrollment

2012	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	31656	12581	19075	2017	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	36319	16405	19914	Increase 12-17	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	4663	3824	839	



2012 to 2017 Medicaid Enrollment:  
With Access to IHS

2012	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	17798	8882	8916	2017	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	19806	9918	9888	Increase 12-17	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	2008	1036	972	



2012 to 2017 Medicaid Enrollment:  
Without Access to IHS


2012	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	13858	3699	10159	2017	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	16513	6487	10026	Increase 12-17	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	2655	2788	-133	



2012 to 2017 Medicaid Coverage by Access to IHS


IHS Access	
2012	2017	0.31689338366213232	0.39688201346585444	No IHS	

2012	2017	0.47211528634211153	0.43671321273669733	


2012 to 2017 Percentage of Total Population with Medicaid Coverage

2012	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	0.3701720125822936	0.31168091168091167	0.42246190644932674	2017	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	0.41405216836153041	0.39369795291463677	0.43247117076031011	



2012 to 2017 Percentage Medicaid Coverage With IHS Access 

2012	
IHS	 Male	 Female	0.31689338366213232	0.32265329845975005	0.31135633468361501	2017	
IHS	 Male	 Female	0.39688201346585444	0.38783091541860554	0.40639513377995151	



2012 to 2017 Percentage Medicaid Coverage Without IHS Access 

2012	
 Without IHS 	  Male 	  Female 	0.47211528634211153	0.28815143725169434	0.61510050859772347	2017	
 Without IHS 	  Male 	  Female 	0.43671321273669733	0.40301938369781309	0.46168723521827226	




2012 Total Medicaid	
IHS	No IHS	17798	13858	


2017 Total Medicaid	
IHS	No IHS	19806	16513	


2012 Total Population	
IHS	No IHS	56164	29353	


2017 Total Population	
IHS	No IHS	49904	37812	

2012-2017 Health Insurance Coverage Total AIAN Population

2012	
Male	Female	Total	23701	30797	54498	2017	
Male	Female	Total	30238	35390	65628	Increase 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	6537	4593	11130	
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