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Alaska

	Summary Tables:
	Alaska

	American Indian and Alaska Native Population 2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	145,202
	148,421

	
	

	American Indian and Alaska Native Uninsured  2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	51,668
	37,424

	
	

	Uninsured Rate 2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	36%
	25%

	
	

	Medicaid Enrollment 2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	48,369
	59,967

	Percent with Medicaid  2012 and 2017

	2012
	2017

	33%
	40%



Abstract

This report uses the 2012 to 2017 estimates of the American Community Survey (ACS) to track insurance coverage for American Indians and Alaska Natives (AI/ANs) including uninsurance rates and Medicaid enrollment.  From 2012 to 2017 AI/ANs experienced large decreases in the number uninsured, decreases in the uninsurance rate, and increases in health insurance coverage, particularly Medicaid coverage (enrollment gains).  

Alaska had a 2017 American Indian and Alaska Native Population of 148,400 with 37,400 uninsured and an uninsurance rate of 25%.   2017 Medicaid enrollment was an estimated 60,000 – nearly 12,000 more than 2012.  Alaska saw Medicaid coverage increase from 33% of the American Indian and Alaska Native population to 40% in 2017.





Research Note:  The American Community Survey (ACS) Coverage Question.  

The ACS health insurance question asks the respondent to give a separate answer for each member of the household regarding health insurance coverage.  The respondent may choose more than one of the answers to the question about what type of coverage they have.
1. Employer Sponsored Insurance (ESI)
2. Private, paid by individual also known as “non-Group” coverage
3. Medicare
4. Medicaid  
5. Tricare, Health care insurance for military and families
6. VA, Veteran’s Administration 
7. IHS coverage-does respondent have ‘access to IHS’ 

The ACS estimate of those with ‘access to IHS’ is a reasonable estimate of the number of patients of Indian health programs; including both IHS and Tribally operated programs, not solely IHS operated programs.  However, for several states, the estimates do not seem ‘valid’ as they are not close to the likely number of patients who have access to IHS and/or Tribal health programs.  It is advisable that one refer to the IHS Active User population when interpreting state health insurance coverage of AI/ANs.  The ACS estimate for those with access to IHS in 2017 was 1.4 million nationally compared to the 2017 1.6 million IHS Active User Population (that uses a 3 year time frame to determine users).

Note:
The American Community Survey is an annual survey that provides population estimates, including insurance status estimates.  American Indian and Alaska Native are oversampled, but sampling error rate can be very high for smaller populations in some states.  These data are from the 2017 survey released in 2018 and accessed using Dataferret on January 18, 2019. 



Charts

AI/ANs with Health Insurance
2012-2017 Health Insurance Coverage All AIAN
2012-2017 Health Insurance Coverage:  With IHS Access
2012-2017 Health Insurance Coverage:  Without IHS Access

AI/ANs Uninsured
2012-2017 Uninsured 
2012-2017 Uninsured: With Access to IHS
2012-2017 Uninsured: Without Access to IHS

Number of AI/ANs with Medicaid Coverage
2012-2017 Medicaid Enrollment
2012-2017 Medicaid Enrollment:  With Access to IHS
2012-2017 Medicaid Enrollment:  Without Access to IHS

Percentage AI/ANs with Medicaid Coverage 
2012-2017 Percentage AIANS with Medicaid Coverage
2012-2017 Percentage Medicaid AIANs with Access to IHS
2012-2017 Percentage Medicaid AIANs without Access to IHS

Medicaid Coverage, by Access to IHS
2012 Total Medicaid, by Percentage with Access to IHS
2017 Total Medicaid, by Percentage with Access to IHS

AI/ANs Population by Access to IHS
2012 Total Population, by Percentage with Access to IHS
2017 Total Population, by Percentage with Access to IHS




The number of AI/ANs with health insurance coverage increased from 93,500 in 2012 to 111,000 in 2017, a 17,000-person increase.  Female coverage increased by 7,300 and males by 10,100.  Medicaid expansion to childless adults is a large part of the reason for the large increase in male insurance coverage.





Health insurance increased by 3,600 for those with access to IHS and 14,000 for those without access to IHS.  In Alaska, 75% of AI/ANs have access to IHS – one of the highest percentages in the country.  Still, those indicating they did not have access to IHS increased by larger amounts than those who indicated they did have access to IHS.  This deserves further research to see if the large increase in Medicaid and other insurance may have impacted the response to the health insurance coverage question. 

Note:  Nationally, 27% of all AI/ANs have access to IHS and 73% do not have access to IHS.  



The number of uninsured AI/ANs decreased by 14,000 from 2012 to 2017; from 51,000 to 37,000.  Males made up most of the decrease (9,000).





The decrease in uninsured for AI/ANs with access to IHS was 15,000 and just 500 for those without access to IHS.  The male uninsured decrease was much larger than the female decrease for those with IHS access, 9,400 for males compared to 5,300 for females. 






Medicaid enrollment increased from 48,000 in 2012 to 60,000 in 2017.  This 11,600 overall increase is a welcome result of Medicaid expansion.  Males increased by 7,200 and females by 4,400.  




2,500 of the increased Medicaid enrollees were AI/ANs with access to IHS and 9,000 were AI/ANs without access to IHS.


In 2012 33% of AI/ANs with access to IHS had Medicaid coverage compared to 35% of those without access to IHS.  In 2017 those with IHS access who had Medicaid increased to 39% (6 percentage point increase).  In 2017 46% of those without access to IHS had Medicaid coverage (an 11 percentage point gain).




The percentage of AI/ANs with Medicaid coverage rose from 33% in 2012 to 40% in 2017.  Males increased from 30% to 40% and Females from 36% to 41%






For those with access to IHS the overall increase in enrollment in Medicaid was from 33% to 39%, males 32% to 37% and Females 35% to 40%.  For those without access to IHS the percentage with Medicaid increased from 35% to 46%; males increased from 24% to 46% and Female percentage was unchanged from 2012 to 2017.



35
AI/ANs with access to IHS represented a smaller share of total AI/ANs overall population in 2017 (75%) than in 2012 (85%).  There is likely some non-sampling error in the ACS estimate as most Alaska Natives have access to IHS and this has not changed since 2012.  Perhaps some who gained insurance coverage no longer reported they had IHS access; further examination is required.









AI/ANs with access to IHS represented a smaller share of total AI/ANs overall Medicaid population in 2017 (72%) than in 2012 (84%).  



2012-2017 Health Insurance Coverage:  With IHS Access

2012	
Male	Female	Total	36053	40183	76236	2017	
Male	Female	Total	40198	39598	79796	Increase 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	4145	-585	3560	



2012-2017 Health Insurance Coverage:  Without IHS Access


2012	
Male	Female	Total	7961	9337	17298	2017	
Male	Female	Total	13946	17255	31201	Increase 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	5985	7918	13903	



2012 to 2017 Uninsured 

2012	
Male	Female	Total	29367	22301	51668	2017	
Male	Female	Total	20366	17058	37424	Decrease 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	-9001	-5243	-14244	



2012 to 2017 Uninsured with Access to IHS

2012	
Male	Female	Total	26057	20992	47049	2017	
Male	Female	Total	16575	15661	32236	Decrease 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	-9482	-5331	-14813	



2012 to 2017 Uninsured without Access to IHS

2012	
Male	Female	Total	3310	1309	4619	2017	
Male	Female	Total	3791	1397	5188	Decrease 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	481	88	569	



2012 to 2017 Medicaid Enrollment

2012	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	48369	22330	26039	2017	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	59967	29515	30452	Increase 12-17	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	11598	7185	4413	



2012 to 2017 Medicaid Enrollment:  
With Access to IHS

2012	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	40753	19574	21179	2017	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	43284	21278	22006	Increase 12-17	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	2531	1704	827	



2012 to 2017 Medicaid Enrollment:  
Without Access to IHS


2012	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	7616	2756	4860	2017	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	16683	8237	8446	Increase 12-17	
 Total Pop 	  Male 	  Female 	9067	5481	3586	



2012 to 2017 Medicaid Coverage by Access to IHS

IHS Access	
2012	2017	0.33055927322869771	0.38635389888603255	No IHS	

2012	2017	0.34749281379750879	0.45846272225122975	


2012 to 2017 Percentage of Total Population with Medicaid Coverage

2012	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	0.33311524634646905	0.30430220356768101	0.36255412762284012	2017	
Total Pop	 Male	 Female	0.40403312199756097	0.39612132599651051	0.41200903789693011	



2012 to 2017 Percentage Medicaid Coverage With IHS Access 

2012	
IHS	 Male	 Female	0.33055927322869771	0.31515053936564158	0.34620351450756026	2017	
IHS	 Male	 Female	0.38635389888603255	0.37479083367093513	0.39823377187426484	



2012 to 2017 Percentage Medicaid Coverage Without IHS Access 

2012	
 Without IHS 	  Male 	  Female 	0.34749281379750879	0.24452133794694347	0.45650948713131695	2017	
 Without IHS 	  Male 	  Female 	0.45846272225122975	0.46439645937869989	0.45282007291443277	




2012 Total Population	
IHS	No IHS	123285	21917	


2017 Total Population	
IHS	No IHS	112032	36389	


2012 Total Medicaid	
IHS	No IHS	40753	7616	


2017 Total Medicaid	
IHS	No IHS	43284	16683	

2012 to 2017 AIAN Health Insurance Coverage Total AIAN Population

2012	
Male	Female	Total	44014	49520	93534	2017	
Male	Female	Total	54144	56853	110997	Increase 12-17	
Male	Female	Total	10130	7333	17463	
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