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April 23, 2013
TTAG Long-Term Care Subcommittee Conference Call Action Items
	Action Item
	Timeline
	Person Responsible
	Status
	Notes

	Update the Subcommittee members on the LTC conference as more information becomes available.
	ASAP
	Ms. Branch
	Ongoing
	

	Review and comment on the LTSS Roadmap website.
	Before the July TTAG meeting
	Subcommittee Members
	Ongoing
	

	Send out a link to the LTSS Roadmap website to Subcommittee members. 
	ASAP
	Ms. Heintzman
	Completed
	

	Schedule the next conference call in coordination with Dr. Yuskauskas. 
	ASAP
	Dr. Parker and Ms. Heintzman
	Ongoing
	


April 23, 2013
TTAG Long-Term Care Subcommittee Conference Call Minutes
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	Documents Received
	· None

	

	Welcome
	Dr. Judy Goforth Parker, Tribal Technical Advisory Group (TTAG) Oklahoma Area Representative and Administrator, Chickasaw Nation Division of Health, welcomed the participants.

	

	Roll Call
	Ms. Liz Heintzman, Legislative Program Associate, National Indian Health Board (NIHB), took the roll. Participating in the conference call were:
   TTAG:

       Kay Branch
       Rhonda Butcher

       Trevlyn Cross

       Diddy Nelson
       Judy Parker
   NIHB:
       Liz Heintzman

	

	Discussion 
	Dr. Parker indicated that the purpose of the call was to review the TTAG Strategic Plan and identify activities on which the Subcommittee should begin working. 
CMS Update

Dr. Parker relayed several updates from Mr. John Johns, Tribal Affairs Group, Office of Public Engagement, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Service (CMS):

· The development of the Long-Term Services and Supports (LTSS) Roadmap website is progressing nicely. 

· The long-term care (LTC) conference will be held in Washington, D.C., on August 6-9 pending the outcome of the sequestration. CMS will have more information about the conference in the near future. Ms. Branch, Elder Health Program Coordinator, Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium (ANTHC) and LTC Consultant, National Resource Center for American Indian, Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian Elders, believed that funding has been approved for this activity. She promised to share information on the conference with the Subcommittee members as it becomes available. 
· The LTSS webinars are continuing. The next webinar is scheduled for April 24. Ms. Branch added that the webinar will focus on targeted case management utilizing Community Health Representatives. She anticipated that this approach holds great promise for tribal areas. 

Strategic Plan Activities 

Dr. Parker reminded the participants that Objective 3a in the TTAG Strategic Plan is to develop and maintain an interactive database of LTSS provided by the Indian Health Service. The LTSS Roadmap website addresses this requirement. Dr. Parker asked the Subcommittee members to review and comment on the website prior to the next TTAG meeting. She asked Ms. Heintzman to send the link (http://roadmap.kauffmaninc.com/) to them. 
Another Strategic Plan requirement is the development of an American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN) LTSS delivery plan and roadmap. Dr. Parker indicated that this requirement is also tied to the LTSS Roadmap. 

Ms. Rhonda Butcher, Citizen, Potawatomi Nation, reported that she is frequently asked for information concerning how to provide and pay for LTSS. Dr. Parker indicated that the Roadmap contains lots of information about approaches used by tribes to provide these services.
The third objective is to work collaboratively with tribal leaders on LTSS program planning and implementation over the next five years. Dr. Parker asked the participants to share their thoughts on what the Subcommittee should be doing to fulfill this requirement. Ms. Branch thought that the NIHB Annual Consumer conference, which draws a large number of tribal leaders, would be one way to share information on LTC. She recommended identifying other meetings that might provide appropriate collaboration opportunities. The Roadmap website could serve as a basis for presentations at these meetings. 

Ms. Branch indicated that this year’s LTSS conference would be tied to an Administration on Aging (AoA) Title VI listening session in Washington, D.C. There will be additional days added to the listening session to cover LTC issues. She indicated that the conference would provide an excellent forum in which to share the Roadmap. She suggested discussing the Roadmap in several sessions over the course of the conference as well as having several computers available, with people to answer user questions, for participants to try out the Roadmap. 
Ms. Butcher stressed the importance of collaborating with AoA in a more general sense. She believed that opportunities are missed at the tribal level because LTSS programs are administered under different parts of a tribe. Pulling the services together within the tribal structure is essential. Dr. Parker agreed and indicated that the Chickasaw Nation has the same issue. Thanks to restructuring, these programs are now under one department. Ms. Butcher added that her tribe is working to more closely link Title VI and health system programs. 

Dr. Parker asked whether the call participants had any additional suggestions concerning opportunities to reach out to tribal leaders concerning LTSS. Dr. Trevlyn Cross, Choctaw Nation Health Services Authority, observed that LTSS issues seem to be temporarily overshadowed by issues associated with implementation of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

Ms. Butcher asked if there was any new information on the work being done under the LTSS grants. Dr. Parker noted that this would be a good topic of discussion during the next conference call. She recommended inviting Dr. Anita Yuskauskas, Technical Director for HCBS Quality, Disabled and Elderly Health Programs Group, Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services, CMS, to participate in the call and update the Subcommittee on the grants. Dr. Parker and Ms. Heintzman agreed to work together to invite Dr. Yuskauskas and identify potential conference call dates that are convenient for her and the Subcommittee members.
Ms. Branch noted that one issue that is important in her area is the ability to serve nursing home residents traditional foods. She plans to put this forward as a strategic initiative for ANTHC. She suggested that the Subcommittee look into the federal regulations regarding food service in nursing homes and determine whether there are any variances for traditional foods. Dr. Parker agreed that the Subcommittee should track this issue and consider ways to contribute to moving it forward.
	Ms. Branch will update the Subcommittee members on the LTC conference as more information becomes available.

The Subcommittee members will review and comment on the LTSS Roadmap website prior to the next TTAG meeting.

Ms. Heintzman will send out a link to the LTSS Roadmap website to Subcommittee members. 

Dr. Parker and Ms. Heintzman will work together to schedule the next conference calls in coordination with Dr. Yuskauskas. 



	Schedule Next Conference Call
	The Subcommittee members did not schedule the next conference call.
 
	

	Adjourn
	With no other business to discuss, Dr. Parker adjourned the call. 
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